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Regional

Lana Hagan teaching acting a hard act to follow
Budgets for the arts in public schools are
under serious threat. Not only has funding
been diminishing, but many programs have
been disappearing altogether.
Pressure exists from politicians, school
administrators, and even parents for schools
to concentrate on teaching “useful” skills.
Yet, some are making the case that to weaken
or eliminate arts programs in schools will
only jeopardize the future success of students — no matter what career path they
follow.
One advocate for maintaining the arts in
our schools is Lana Hagan, an instructor and
head of theater education in the department
of theater and dance at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville.
Born in Evansville, Ind., Hagan initially
wanted to be a journalist and obtained her
bachelor’s degree in literature and language
from Webster University in St. Louis. She
later shifted her interests and received her
master’s degree in theater and directing
from Roosevelt University in Chicago.
Hagan said that she exemplifies someone who started down one career path and
ended with another because of what she
learned about theater education.
“I wanted to be a journalism teacher,”
Hagan said. “Yet, because I wanted to be
more marketable when it came to finding a
job, I also pursued speech and theater certification. At the end, they offered me a drama
teacher job. Life takes you places you never
thought you would or could go.”
One of the courses she teaches at SIUE is
introduction to acting, but she sees very few
students coming out of high school with any
theater experience.
“I think an acting class at the high school
level should be for people who want to
improve their presentation skills, but most
schools in Illinois do not have academic theater programs, only extra-curricular ones,”
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she said.
Her teaching, she said, leads her students
to build confidence in their abilities.
“When you teach someone to speak clearly, that makes them feel more comfortable so
they lose some of their inhibition,” Hagan
said.
She said that she does not think that a
person needs to be especially talented to do
well in theater.
“It is a work ethic,” Hagan explained. “If
you are interested, you can acquire the skills.
Some very talented actors never make it.”
Hagan said that she believes the main
benefit of getting training in acting is the
improvement of communication skills. “I
can’t think of any profession where presentation skills are not key to being really successful,” Hagan said. She added that acting
skills can be useful in everyday life.
“There are times in life when you play a
role that you should play honestly,” Hagan
said. “I have even used my acting skills to
talk my way out of speeding tickets.”
Hagan said that while there are many
talented theater educators in Illinois, she is
concerned that many public schools in the
state do not have theater specialists on their
staffs.
Hagan said that she also sees a number of
other benefits that come from art education.
“Many students stay in school because
of the arts,” she said. “They become better
readers. Statistics show that students with
arts backgrounds do better.”
Hagan offers a number of opportunities
to her students at SIUE, such as a course
titled “The New York Experience” where she

takes her students to the Big Apple. Some
of the students in the course, she said, have
expressed to her how much of a life-changing experience it was. In fact, some of her
students ended up working in New York
City theaters.
“Many students are so involved in their
own performances that they don’t get to see
enough theater,” she added.
Hagan also travels to summer festivals to
recruit students for the theater program at
SIUE. “They are not only fascinated by the
program but also by the beauty of our campus,” she said.
Her advocacy for theater led her to create
the “ARTS for All” program that provides
free theater tickets to university students
— an initiative that has been replicated by
other programs on campus. “We still get students who have never seen a play,” Hagan
added.
She is also involved on a revision of the
National Standards for Arts Education, a
nationwide statement that describes what
all young Americans should know and be
able to do in different areas of the arts.
Additionally, Hagan wrote the script for an
interactive educational video titled “The
Business of Show Business,” which shows
schools how to actually make money off of
the arts.
“A lot of school theater programs need
to generate box office dollars,” Hagan said.
“To know how to run a theater department
or a theater group is essential for survival.
My video is about how to get people excited
about theater.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE,
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.

Alan Buxbaum

Professor Lana Hagan with students in New York, from left, Hagan, Ryan
Weichmann, Gabe Taylor, Meagan Onneil, Emily Speight, Prof. Matt Paris,
Kristina Cirone, Katie Allison and Johanna Beck.
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s 4HE ANIMAL BITES AT EVERYTHING
s 4HE ANIMAL APPEARS SICK OR HAS
difficulty moving.
The last case of a rabid dog in
Illinois was recorded in 1994, and
Kruse said there hasn't been one
in Madison County since the early
'70s.
Rabies vaccination requirements
for household pets have put a dent
in the spread of rabies.
"It's pretty much non-existent,
except for bats, in Madison County,"
Kruse said.
West Nile virus, meanwhile,
appears likely to reach Madison
County soon.
Illinois Public Health Director
Dr. Damon Arnold said a positive
mosquito sample was collected in
Shiloh on June 28.
The state's first positive tests for
the virus were recorded in LaSalle
County on June 8 and Tazewell
County on June 10, both from
infected birds.
"These first West Nile virus positive mosquito samples and birds
should remind us that we need to
protect ourselves against mosquito
bites, especially when we start to
see warmer and drier conditions,"
Arnold said in a press release. "I
urge everyone to get rid of any stagnant water around their homes to
reduce the number of mosquitoes,
and to make sure you wear insect
repellent to protect yourself."
According to the Illinois
Department of Public Health, West
Nile virus is transmitted through
the bite of a mosquito that has been
infected with the virus by feeding
on an infected bird. Most people
with the virus have no clinical
symptoms of illness, but some may
become ill three to 15 days after the
bite of an infected mosquito.
Only about two people in 10 who
are bitten by an infected mosquito
will experience any illness.
Illness from West Nile is usually
mild and includes fever, headache
and body aches, but serious illness
such as encephalitis, meningitis
and death are possible, according
to the IDPH.
Persons older than 50 years of
age have the highest risk of severe
disease.
Sixty-one human cases of West
Nile virus were reported in 2010 in
Illinois, down from a high of 252
in 2005.

He later worked at the Gateway
Arch as a park ranger for 10 years.
But he never lost his passion for
performing, and he was always
involved in performing, whether it
be standup comedy or theater.
The storytelling adventure began
when he was still a park ranger
in 1979. Norfolk said the St. Louis
Storytelling Festival came to the
Arch that year, and he gave it a
shot.
After that, Norfolk started telling stories, part-time at schools and
libraries. “Three years later, I was
able to do it full-time,” he said.
Now, Norfolk has travelled all
over the world, and he still loves
what he does.
“Story telling is how we learn anything in life,” he said. “Academically,
spiritually, ethically, morally…”
Norfolk is a one man show with
no special effects. “I think what I
do is more effective than watching
DVDs or television or movies,” he
said. “It is just me, the storyteller,
and the listener — and imagination.”
Leitner said Norfolk’s perfor-

Divers find body
in Rend Lake
BENTON (AP) — Divers have
found the body of a 19-year-old
man who drowned in southern
Illinois’ Rend Lake. The search for
Catreal Brown ended Thursday
afternoon, a day after Franklin
County authorities say he disappeared in the water while swimming with friends.
Sheriff Don Jones said it wasn’t
clear why Brown drowned. Heavy
rains in recent months have raised
the lake level higher than usual,
making time in the water challenging for divers and swimmers.
Rend Lake’s beaches aren’t monitored by lifeguards. Brown's body
was in eight feet of water.
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Russell McCann picks berries at the Pontius Berry Farm.

Popular berry farm
is forced to close
By CHRISTINE DES GARENNES
The (Champaign) News-Gazette
WHITE HEATH, Ill. (AP) — During blueberry picking season, which just
kicked off, Russell McCann of Decatur drives two or three days a week to the
Pontious Berry Farm.
“There’s no comparison. They’re juicier and I think sweeter, too,” he said of
how Pontious berries stack up those shipped to grocery stores from outside
East Central Illinois.
He picks about seven pounds of blueberries two or three times a week during the season, eats them fresh and freezes the rest. Last week, he just finished
eating a bag of berries frozen from last summer.
“I’m so sorry to hear of their closing,” he said before heading to a row of
bushes and filling a plastic bucket with berries.
Blueberry picking will continue throughout next month, followed by raspberries. But this is the last season for the Pontious Farm, where berries have
been grown for over 40 years.
“We both have full-time jobs off the farm and we can no longer juggle our
work and the farm. There’s no way ... to keep things in the way our customers
have come to expect,” said Nancee Moster Pontious, who runs the farm with
her husband, Rick Pontious. “This is physical labor and we’re getting older,”
she added. They’re both 59 years old.
She said they don’t have enough revenue to hire someone to replace
them.
Rick Pontious’s father, Richard W. Pontious, started the farm in 1968 with
an acre of strawberries. At one time they had 15 acres of strawberries. The
first blueberry bushes were planted in 1971 and agronomists told his father
they couldn’t grow them because the soil was not acidic enough.
“‘This is corn and soybean country,’ they told him,” Rick Pontious said.
But Rick and other members of his family — his dad, two brothers and a
sister — would truck in sawdust to lower the soil pH. Over the years they
added more fruits and vegetables and in the late 1970s the Pontious family
farm was one of the first vendors at farmers markets in area communities,
Pontious said.
Over the years they added other fruit like gooseberries and currants and
when Nancee became involved, they added herbs as well. Horses and llamas
greet visitors. And the farm has become home to many rescued dogs and cats.
Children often play in the oversized sandbox and swings.
“It’s such a wonderful family experience,” said Ellen Althaus of Savoy.
She has been coming to the farm for close to 15 years, the last 12 with her
three children.
“I just love the whole experience of picking fresh berries. I love that it’s
based on an honor system and the children love the animals,” she said.
Several years ago the Pontiouses started the process of working with a
Realtor on selling the farm, but they held off on going forward with any
sale.
But this year they could no longer ignore their other work demands. Rick
Pontious worked in the telecommunications industry for 30 years before
becoming involved in the local construction industry and developing a subdivision in Monticello. Nancee is a technical writer with Intel. She works 40 to
50 hours a week and Rick puts in 50 to 60 hours a week, she estimated. “It’s
going to be nice to enjoy the farm instead of working it as much,” she said.
Next year Pontious said he expects some people will stop by to pick berries and he’ll open the doors to the shed, but he won’t maintain the blueberry
bushes as customers have come to expect them to be cared for, he said.
Most of the bushes will be left as they are and some areas of the farm may
be converted back to row crops.
In the meantime, the blueberries are ready for picking. Raspberries will
ripen in August and herbs and produce like peppers and tomatoes will also
be available as they ripen.
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Police learned that Keller’s license
had been suspended and that a
judge had ordered him to install the
dashboard device.
Several days later, they also
learned that the device had been
tampered with prior to the crash.
In Illinois, the devices have been
required for first-time DUI offenders since Jan. 1, 2009, when a new
DUI law took effect. The program
is administered by the Illinois secretary of state’s office. Offenders must

VILLAGE
Continued from Page 1
“Now that that money is at the
level it has been, there is now the
opportunity to put some of these
things back in that were cut during
the budgeting process,” Jackstadt
said. “So, yes, technically, it is currently not in the budget, but this

STREET
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The Historic Saint Louis Street
Homeowners Association is offering to secure $200,000 in private
donations and its residents to incur
$500,000 in additional property
taxes over the next 25 years to pay
for the project.
“Maybe it will spur other neighborhoods to work with the city on
projects,” Mallon added.
The association is asking the city
to kick in $100,000, and city officials
hope to receive a grant to pay for it.
Mayor Gary Niebur said the
city has been promised $100,000 in

Bobby Norfolk in a recent promotional photo.
mance is part of the theater’s effort
to provide programming for all
ages. Many children’s events have
been on Saturday mornings. He
said they are trying something new
by hosting Norfolk on a weekday.
“We scheduled children’s events
on Wednesdays and mornings in
particular, because of feedback from
parents. So many people travel on
weekends, we wanted to make
Bobby’s performance accessible to
as many kids as possible,” Leitner
said.
Leitner said tickets were still avail-

able for Norfolk’s show. Tickets are
$6 for children and $8 for adults and
are available for purchase at www.
wildeytheatre.com, by calling the
Edwardsville Parks and Recreation
Department at 692-7538 or visiting
the office at 118 Hillsboro Avenue in
Edwardsville.
If tickets remain on the day of
the event, they will be available at
the ticket booth one hour before the
performance.

pay a $360 fee and contact a provider to have the device installed on
their vehicle.
To start the engine, the driver
must exhale into the device. The
car will not start if the driver registers a blood-alcohol level greater
than .05. The driver must also give
breath samples throughout the trip
to prevent the offender from getting
around the requirement by having
someone else do it.
White, in his statement, cited a
study by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention that the
re-arrest rate for drunken drivers
drops by 67 percent after the devices
are installed as compared to drivers

with suspended driver’s licenses,
“I am pleased with the significant
growth of the BAIID program over
the last few years, which uses technology to target DUI offenders in
an effort to make our roads safer,
while posing no inconvenience to
the vast majority of Illinoisans who
are safe and responsible drivers,”
White said.
“While past studies have shown
that BAIIDs are effective at combating drunk driving, this newest
national study by the CDC further reinforces the importance of
using BAIID as a tool to successfully reduce repeat drunk driving
offenses,” he said.

is the type of thing we anticipated
could come back in if the funding
levels were there.
"We intend to address that change
in the budget between now and the
end of the fiscal year from a bookkeeping standpoint.”
Salaries for patrolmen start at
$50,294 a year while the part-time
dispatcher position is paid on an
hourly basis.
The proposed personnel moves
will give the department 19 officers

including Lakin.
The board also approved a resolution that will enable the police
department to access information
from the Illinois Secretary of State’s
database.
This move will allow the department to seek the titles of vehicles
that have been abandoned and must
be disposed of by the village.
Illinois municipalities and police
departments are not charged for the
access.

grants from the state, but the money
is not in hand.
“We can’t predict if, or when,” he
said. “It took us two and a half years
to get the money for the Ninian
Edwards project.”
Alderman Keith Short, Ward 5,
said he agreed with Risavy's concerns on spending, but added that
when a group is willing to invest in
the community at such a large level,
the city cannot afford to pass it up.
“When other people are willing to
spend, I am willing,” Short said.
City Administrator Ben Dickmann
said there are factors other than just
beauty, such as safety in terms of
lighting along the heavily traveled
street and securing utility lines that
serve not only the neighborhood but
also residents throughout the city.

The ordinance would set up a
special services area, and establish
a tax for the 67 homes on St. Louis
Street from West Street (627 St. Louis
Street) to Woodlawn Cemetery (1309
St. Louis Street). According to the
ordinance, the tax levy would last
25 years and not exceed 0.4969 per
$100 equalized assessed value.
The resolution would set the city’s
funding, not to exceed $100,000.
Both measures are now anticipated to be voted on by the council at 7
p.m. on Tuesday at City Hall.
City Attorney Jeff Berkbigler said
the two were dependent upon each
other’s approval.
Berkbigler said they were also
contingent upon a public hearing
regarding the special taxing district
at 6:45 p.m. on Aug. 2 at City Hall.

To learn more about Norfolk, go to
www.folktale.com.

